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WHAT DOES 
THE BIBLE 
SAY ABOUT 
BAPTISM?



Where does baptism 
come from?
A Look at John the Baptist and Jesus…

We begin our study with a look at the first evidences of the practice 

of baptism in the Bible and the world.  Though the Old Testament 

speaks of ceremonial cleansing rituals (where a person would wash 

his or her body before offering a sacrifice (i.e. Leviticus 17:15), the 

specific act of baptism first appears with the gospel accounts of John 

the Baptist.  In fact, in the ancient world, no other form of baptism 

predates John’s ministry in the sense that John intended.  We’d be 

accurate therefore to say that the evidence suggests that John did it 

first. Let’s have a look together at what this ministry was all about.   
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What did John’s ministry of baptism look like?

  Read  Matthew 3:1–17 (see also Mark 1:1–11, Luke 3:1–22, and John 

1:19–34)

� s� �7HERE�IS�*OHN�BAPTIZING�THE�PEOPLE�WHO�COME�TO�HIM�

� s� �7HAT�ELSE�IS�*OHN�DOING�IN�THE�WILDERNESS�BESIDES�BAPTIZING�

PEOPLE��V�	���$O�YOU�THINK�THIS�IS�SIGNIlCANT�

� s� �7HAT�IS�HE�CALLING�THE�PEOPLE�TO�DO�PRIOR�TO�BEING�BAPTIZED��V��������	�

� s� 7HAT�DO�YOU�THINK�THE�WORD�@REPENTANCE��MEANS�

s� 7HAT�HAPPENED�IMMEDIATELY�AFTER�*ESUS�IS�BAPTIZED�



If Jesus was sinless and John’s baptism is a baptism of repentance, 

why is Jesus baptized by John?

4HIS�DOES�SEEM�TO�BE�A�PUZZLING�QUESTION�AND�IS�EVEN�ONE�THAT�*OHN�

THE�"APTIST�WRESTLES�WITH���7HEN�*ESUS�APPROACHES�HIM�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�

*OHN�EVEN�SAYS��h)�NEED�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�BY�YOU��AND�DO�YOU�COME�TO�

ME�v��-ATTHEW�����	

� *ESUS��ANSWER�TO�*OHN�S�QUESTION�IS�FAIRLY�STRAIGHTFORWARD��h,ET�IT�BE�SO�

NOW��FOR�THUS�IT�IS�lTTING�FOR�US�TO�FULlLL�ALL�RIGHTEOUSNESS�v��-ATTHEW�����	���

 3INCE�WE�VE�LEARNED�THAT�THE�RITE�OF�

BAPTISM�BEGINS�HERE�WITH�*OHN��AND�

THAT�THE�,AW�HAS�MADE�NO�MENTION�

OF� BAPTISM�� *ESUS� COULD� NOT� HAVE�

ANYTHING� IN� VIEW� PERTAINING� TO� /LD�

4ESTAMENT� RIGHTEOUSNESS� THROUGH�

THE�,AW��,IKEWISE� *OHN�S�BAPTISM�IS�

ONE�OF�REPENTANCE��!CTS������	��AND�

CERTAINLY� *ESUS� BEING� SINLESS� WAS�

NOT��NOR�WOULD�HE�EVER��BE�IN�NEED�OF�

REPENTING�FROM�SIN����

� )NSTEAD�WHAT�IS�HAPPENING�AT�*ESUS��

BAPTISM�IS�A�PUBLIC�ASSOCIATION�WITH�A�

LOST�PEOPLE�AS�HE�BEGINS�HIS�PUBLIC�MINISTRY�PROCLAIMING�THE�ARRIVAL�OF�THE�

+INGDOM�OF�(EAVEN���2ATHER�THAN�IDENTIFYING�HIMSELF�AS�A�SINNER�IN�NEED�

OF� REPENTANCE�� HE� IDENTIlES� HIMSELF� WITH� THE� PEOPLE� WHO� DESPERATELY�

NEED�THE�FORGIVENESS�AND�RIGHTEOUSNESS�THAT�COULD�ONLY�COME�FROM�HIM�

TRUTH The Jordan River is the major river 

running through the nation of Israel.  It is a 

significant body of water and is even today 

a public place for gathering and interaction. 

Anyone being baptized by John the Baptist 

would have been done so in a very visible 

way before many people that he or she 

knew.  Baptism was always done in front of 

a group of people.



How do I get baptized?
Sprinkled, immersed, or poured?

In the history of the church, there have been various methods (or 

modes) of baptizing individuals.  These modes historically have 

included sprinkling, pouring, and immersing.  You may have come 

from a tradition where the mode of baptism is critical to the 

membership within the local church, or you may have come from 

one that cared little about it.  Likewise, you may have come from no 

church tradition, and you’re puzzled as to how baptism is practiced 

in this day and age.  The fact is, the mode of baptism is an important 

question that needs to be answered as we proceed. So what, if 

anything, does God’s Word have to say on the mode of baptism?    



Does the location where baptism was practiced in the New Testament 
help us solve which mode was used?

 Read Matthew 3:16, Mark 1:9–10, John 3:23, and Acts 8:36–39

 

� s� ��)N� EACH� OF� THE� ABOVE� PASSAGES�� THERE� IS� A� COMMON� ELEMENT���

7HAT�IS�THAT�

  

  

  

  

� s� �7HAT� MODE� DO� YOU� THINK� IS� PRACTICED� IN� THESE� PASSAGES���

7HAT� FROM�AN� INITIAL� READING�OF� THE� TEXT� INDICATES� TO�YOU� THAT�

THERE� IS� MORE� THAN� JUST� SPRINKLING� OR� POURING� IN� VIEW� HERE�

  

  

  

Which mode best captures the symbolism behind baptism?

Read Romans 6:3–4 and Colossians 2:12

� s� 7HAT�IS�THE�SYMBOLISM�BEHIND�BAPTISM�

  

  

  

  

� s� �7HICH� MODE� DO� YOU� THINK� BEST� CAPTURES� THE� SYMBOLISM��

IMMERSION��POURING��OR�SPRINKLING�

  

  

  

  



Does the word used to describe baptism in the original language 
help us understand the mode today?

4HE� .EW� 4ESTAMENT� WAS� ORIGINALLY� WRITTEN� IN� A� FORM� OF� ANCIENT�

'REEK�LANGUAGE�KNOWN�AS�koine Greek���4HIS�'REEK��LIKE�OUR�%NGLISH�

TODAY�� IS� RICH� IN� ITS�DIVERSITY�AND�ASSORTMENT�OF�VOCABULARY��AND� IT�

ALLOWED� THE� .EW� 4ESTAMENT� WRITERS� VERY� SPECIlC� TERMINOLOGY� TO�

COMMUNICATE�VERY�SPECIlC�TRUTHS�

� 4HIS� VERBAL� PRECISION� IS� EXTREMELY� HELPFUL� TO� US� TODAY� AS� WE�

CONSIDER�THE�MODE�OF�BAPTISM��4HE�REASON�FOR�THIS�IS�SIMPLY�THAT�THE�

WRITERS�OF�THE�.EW�4ESTAMENT�CHOSE�A�WORD�THAT�ANSWERS�OUR�QUESTION�

OF�THE�MODE�OF�BAPTISM�DECISIVELY��4HOUGH�IN�FACT�THEY�COULD�HAVE�

CHOSEN�ANY�NUMBER�OF�WORDS�TO�DESCRIBE�THE�ACT�OF�PLACING�WATER�ON�

INDIVIDUALS��SUCH�AS�hSPRINKLING�v�OR�hPOURING�v�OR�EVEN�hMOISTENING�v�

IN�EVER�SINGLE�INSTANCE��ONLY�ONE�ROOT�WORD�WAS�DELIBERATELY�CHOSEN��

� 4HE�WORD� THEY�CHOSE� �"APTIZO	��HAS�A�

NARROW� MEANING� DENOTING� hPLUNGING�v�

hDIPPING�v� OR� hDUNKING�v� �4HIS� ONE� WORD��

USED����TIMES�IN�THE�.EW�4ESTAMENT��WAS�

ALSO� USED� OUTSIDE� THE� "IBLE� TO� DESCRIBE�

THE�PROCESS�OF�DYING�FABRIC�BY�IMMERSING�IT�FULLY�INTO�THE�DYE�MIX��

AND�WAS�EVEN�IN�NAUTICAL�LANGUAGE�TO�DESCRIBE�A�SHIPWRECK�IN�WHICH�

THE�SAILING�VESSEL�WAS�COMPLETELY�SUNK��

I accepted Jesus at a church where I was baptized by being sprinkled.  
Did that count, or does this mean I need to get re-baptized?

.O��)F�YOUR�HEART�AT�THE�TIME�OF�YOUR�BAPTISM�WAS�TO�BE�OBEDIENT�TO�

#HRIST�IN�BAPTISM��AND�IN�FOLLOWING�THE�LEADERSHIP�YOU�WERE�UNDER�YOU�

WERE�BAPTIZED�BY�ANOTHER�METHOD�AS�A�PROFESSING�BELIEVER� IN� *ESUS�

#HRIST�BEFORE�A�BODY�OF�BELIEVERS��WE�BELIEVE� THAT� THIS� IS�A�GENUINE�

BAPTISM���7E�ARE�NOT�HUNG�UP�ON�THE�DISPLAY�OF�THE�SYMBOL�SO�MUCH�

AS�WE�ARE�HUNG�UP�ON�THE�HEART���

SO WHAT? WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR ME?
)T�IS�CLEAR�FROM�THE�CONTEXT�OF�THE�PASSAGES�DESCRIBING�BAPTISMS��FROM�THE�

SENSE�BEHIND�THE�SYMBOLISM�AND�FROM�THE�MEANING�OF�THE�SINGLE�WORD�

USED��THAT�BELIEVERS�WERE�BAPTIZED�BY�IMMERSION�IN�WATER���4HEREFORE��IN�

SEEKING�TO�FOLLOW�THE�TEACHINGS�OF�3CRIPTURE��IN�BOTH�THE�ORIGINAL�LANGUAGE�

OF�THE�.EW�4ESTAMENT�AS�WELL�AS�THE�PRACTICES�DISCUSSED�IN�ITS�ACCOUNTS��

WHEN�YOU�PROCEED�WITH�BAPTISM�AT�(ARVEST�"IBLE�#HAPEL�� YOU�WILL�BE�

DIPPED�COMPLETELY�UNDER�WATER�

TRUTH 6 different writers in the New 

Testament (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 

Paul, and Peter) all used the same Greek 

word Baptizo to describe the rite of baptism.



Who should be baptized?
What kind of person can be baptized?

So far we’ve looked at the origin of baptism and how it’s done, and 

now we turn to examine what kind of person should be baptized. 

Perhaps you’ve come from a church background that baptizes 

infants, or one that requires baptism in that particular church, or 

perhaps you haven’t even considered who gets baptized. Regardless 

of where you fit in, examining what the Bible tells us about who 

should be baptized is a critical question we need answered. As 

before, we’ll dive into the Bible for answers.



What must happen in someone’s life before they’re baptized?

s� �&OR�EACH�3CRIPTURE�REFERENCE��PLACE�THE�TWO�EVENTS�DESCRIBED�IN�ORDER�

� � � !CTS������

    1    2� 2ECEIVED�0ETER�S�WORD�

    1    2� "APTIZED

� � � !CTS������

    1    2� "APTIZED

    1    2� "ELIEVED�0HILIP�S�MESSAGE

� � � !CTS��������

    1    2� (EARD�THE�GOOD�NEWS�ABOUT�*ESUS

    1    2� "APTIZED

� � � !CTS�����

    1    2� "APTIZED

    1    2� (EARD�0AUL�AND�BELIEVED

s� �2EAD�!CTS���������AND�GIVE�THE�lRST�REQUIREMENT�THAT�MUST�OCCUR�

IN�A�PERSON�S�LIFE�BEFORE�HE�OR�SHE�CAN�BE�BAPTIZED��(OW�LONG�DID�

THE�PEOPLE�WAIT�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�

� 2EQUIREMENT�1 

� (OW�LONG�UNTIL�BAPTIZED��

s� �2EAD�!CTS�����������������AND�������AND�GIVE�THE�SECOND�REQUIREMENT�

THAT�MUST�OCCUR�IN�A�PERSON�S�LIFE�BEFORE�HE�OR�SHE�CAN�BE�BAPTIZED��

(OW�LONG�DID�THESE�INDIVIDUALS�WAIT�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�

� 2EQUIREMENT�2 

� (OW�LONG�UNTIL�BAPTIZED��

s� �&ROM�YOUR�READING�OF�THE�"IBLE��WHERE�DO�YOU�THINK�BAPTISM�OUGHT�

TO�BE�DONE�IN�THE�BELIEVER�S�LIFEx�

  O��x�AT�THE�BEGINNING�OF�THEIR�NEW�LIFE�IN�#HRIST�AS�ONE�OF�THE�lRST�

ACTS�OF�OBEDIENCE�

  O��xIN�THE�MIDDLE�OF�THEIR�WALK��ONCE�OUR�SINS�HAVE�BEEN�DEALT�WITH�

  O��xNEAR�THE�END�WHEN�WE�CAN�BE�SURE�THAT�OUR�SIN�IS�GONE�



So What? What does this mean for me?

&ROM� THE� ACCOUNTS� CONTAINED� IN� THE� BOOK� OF� !CTS�� IT� SEEMS� CLEAR�

THAT� BAPTISM� IS� TO� BE� CONSIDERED� AN� INITIATORY� PRACTICE� BY� NEWER�

believers�IN�*ESUS�#HRIST��)N�FACT��THE�ONLY�REQUIREMENTS�FOR�THIS�PUBLIC�

PROFESSION�OF�FAITH�ARE�A�DELIBERATE�TURNING�FROM�SIN��AND�A�TURNING�TO�

#HRIST�IN�FAITH�FOR�WHAT�HE�HAS�DONE�IN�DYING�FOR�OUR�SINS��4HESE�TWO�

REQUIREMENTS�� REPENTANCE�AND�BELIEF� IN� *ESUS�#HRIST�� ARE�ALL� THAT� IS�

NECESSARY�FOR�SOMEONE�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�

But what if I don’t think I’m ready?

4HIS�IS�A�COMMON�OBJECTION�TO�PURSUING�OBEDIENCE�THROUGH�BAPTISM��

/FTEN�PEOPLE�MAY�BE�TEMPTED�TO�HESITATE�BECOMING�BAPTIZED�THINKING�

THAT�THEY�RE�NOT�READY�OR�THAT�THERE�ARE�AREAS�IN�THEIR�LIVES�THAT�NEED�

CHANGING�lRST��(OWEVER��THE�.EW�4ESTAMENT�IS�CLEAR�THAT�IF�YOU�HAVE�

RECEIVED�#HRIST�AND�WANT�TO�FOLLOW�HIM��THERE�ISN�T�ANYTHING�ELSE�YOU�

NEED�TO�DO�TO�GET�READY��)N�FACT��IT�WOULD�SEEM�THAT�THE�.EW�4ESTAMENT�

DIRECTS�US�TO�PEOPLE�WHO�ARE�BAPTIZED�BEFORE�THEY�HAVE�TIME�TO�GET�

THEIR�LIVES�IN�ORDER��4HE�TRUTH�IS�THAT�YOU�ARE�READY�TO�BE�BAPTIZED�AS�

SOON�AS�YOU�UNDERSTAND�THE�RESPONSIBILITY�TO�DO�IT��

A Helpful Illustration:  The Hockey Jersey

)T� MAY� BE� HELPFUL� TO� CONSIDER� BAPTISM� ALONG� THE� LINES� OF� A� HOCKEY�

JERSEY�� � &OR� A� MOMENT� CONSIDER� THAT� YOU� ARE� A� VERY� GOOD� HOCKEY�

PLAYER�WHO�HAS� JUST�BEEN�SIGNED� TO�A�PROFESSIONAL� TEAM�AND�GIVEN�

A� CONTRACT� TO�PLAY�HOCKEY�ON� THE�BEST� TEAM� IN� THE� LEAGUE�� �/NE�OF�

THE�lRST�THINGS�YOU�WILL�DO�AFTER�YOU�HAVE�SIGNED�THE�CONTRACT��IS�TO�

ATTEND�A�PRESS�CONFERENCE���4YPICALLY�AT�THESE�SORTS�OF�EVENTS�THERE�ARE�

CAMERAS�AND�REPORTERS��AND�THE�GENERAL�MANAGER�OF�THE�TEAM�STANDS�

AND�ANNOUNCES�THE�FACT�THAT�THEY�HAVE�JUST�SIGNED�YOU�TO�THEIR�TEAM���

7HAT� USUALLY� HAPPENS� NEXT� IS� THAT� YOU� WOULD� HOLD� UP� YOUR� NEW�

JERSEY��WITH�YOUR�NAME�ON�THE�BACK��OF�COURSE	��AND�YOU�WILL�PUT�IT�ON�

TO�THE�mASHES�OF�CAMERAS�AROUND�YOU�

� .OW�CONSIDER�THIS�QUESTION��At what point did you officially become a 

member of the team?�7AS�IT�WITH�THE�JERSEY�AND�THE�REPORTERS��OR�WAS�IT�

WHEN�YOU�SIGNED�THE�CONTRACT��/F�COURSE��YOU�BECAME�A�MEMBER�OF�

THE�CLUB�WHEN�YOU�SIGNED�THE�LEGAL�DOCUMENT���/NE�OF�YOUR�lRST�ACTS�

AS�AN�hEMPLOYEEv�OF�THAT�TEAM�NOW�WAS�TO�OBEDIENTLY�AND�PUBLICLY�

DECLARE�YOUR�STANDING�ON�THAT�TEAM�



7E�CAN�THINK�OF�BAPTISM�IN�A�SIMILAR�WAY���2ATHER�THAN�SAVING�YOU�OR�

MAKING�YOU�A�PART�OF�THE�+INGDOM�OF�'OD��BAPTISM�IS�A�SYMBOLIC�WAY�

OF�DECLARING�THE�FACT�THAT�THE�,ORD�*ESUS�HAS�SAVED�YOUR�LIFE���(E�HAS�

SIGNED�YOU�TO�THE�+INGDOM�AND�YOU�STAND�AND�PUBLICLY�OBEY�#HRIST�

AS�ONE�OF�THE�lRST�THINGS�YOU�DO�IN�YOUR�NEW�ROLE�AS�A�FORGIVEN�AND�

REDEEMED�CHILD�OF�'OD���

I was baptized as an infant in my previous church, does this mean 

I need to be re-baptized?

)N� SHORT�� THE� ANSWER� TO� THIS� QUESTION� IS� yes�� 4HE� "IBLE� NOWHERE�

INDICATES� THAT� THERE� WERE� INFANTS� BAPTIZED� AND� A� DEFENSE� OF� THIS�

POSITION� FROM� 3CRIPTURE� SIMPLY� IS� NOT� POSSIBLE�� )N� FACT�� PRIOR� TO�

THE� THIRD� CENTURY� a.d.�� THE� PRACTICE� OF� BAPTIZING� INFANTS� WITHIN� THE�

CHURCH� WAS� SIMPLY� NONEXISTENT�� 5NFORTUNATELY�� THIS� UNDERSTANDING�

OF�BAPTISM�COMES�MORE�FROM�TRADITION�THAN�FROM�WHAT�'OD�CLEARLY�

TEACHES�US�IN�THE�"IBLE��!GAIN�WE�MUST�RETURN�TO�THE�SIMPLE�PRINCIPLE�

THAT�FAITH�AND�REPENTANCE��THESE�TWO�SIDES�TO�THE�SAME�COIN��MUST�BE�

PRESENT�IN�A�BELIEVER�S�LIFE�BEFORE�BAPTISM�CAN�BE�OBSERVED���3INCE�AN�

INFANT�CAN�NEITHER�REPENT�OF�SIN�NOR�ACTIVELY�PLACE�FAITH�IN�#HRIST�OR�

EVEN�DECLARE�THIS�TO�THE�CHURCH��THE�PRACTICE�OF�BAPTIZING�INFANTS�IS�

NOT�ACCORDING�TO�'OD�S�7ORD�

SO WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED?
4HERE�ARE�ONLY�TWO�REQUIREMENTS�FOR�BAPTISM�ACCORDING�TO�3CRIPTURE���

&AITH�IN�#HRIST�AND�REPENTANCE�FROM�SIN���)N�SHORT��only a believer in 

Jesus Christ�SOMEONE�WHO�HAS�TURNED�FROM�DISOBEDIENCE�TO�'OD�AND�

SURRENDERED�THEIR�LIFE�TO�*ESUS�AS�THEIR�,ORD�AND�3AVIOR�CAN�RIGHTLY�BE�

BAPTIZED�DECLARING�THE�WORK�OF�THE�,ORD�IN�TRANSFORMING�THEIR�LIFE�



Why should I be baptized?
Is baptism even necessary?

Now that we’ve seen what baptism is, and how it relates to us, we 

turn to the question of whether it’s essential or not.  You may not 

have placed much serious thought to baptism prior to picking up this 

book, or maybe you’ve just shelved the notion in your mind for a later 

date.  You may be thinking that it seems a little strange to be getting 

into a tank of water and immersed in front of the church.  You may be 

thinking that this seems like a needless act; something religious and 

passé.  After all, salvation is by grace through faith alone in Christ, 

right?  Maybe you’ve even outright refused to be baptized, defiantly 

rejecting God’s Word and allowing pride to soak into your life. 

   If you’re thinking any of these things, 

you’re not alone.  In fact, at this moment 

in church history, there are likely more 

unbaptized followers of Jesus than 

there have ever been. Many of us do not 

consider baptism until it’s spoken of 

from the pulpits, and very few seek out the act on their own.

 Again, we need the Bible to teach us whether or not baptism applies 

to us today.  Again, we need God’s Word to be the final authority in our 

lives.  Over our personal opinions, over our pride, over our indifference, 

over our ignorance, we need God’s opinion of the matter.

 So what, if anything, does the Bible have to say on the necessity 

of baptism?    

TRUTH There has never been a time 

in the history of the Church when the 

rite of baptism was abandoned.  It’s 

been practiced uninterruptedly from 

Jesus until today.



Does the Bible provide reasons for me to be baptized?

4HE�ANSWER�TO�THIS�QUESTION�IS�AN�ABSOLUTE�yes���/VER�AND�OVER�AGAIN��

THE�"IBLE�CALLS�THOSE�WHO�BELIEVE�IN�*ESUS�TO�BE�BAPTIZED���%XAMINE�THE�

FOLLOWING�PASSAGES�AND�lLL�IN�THE�BIBLICAL�REASONS�FOR�BEING�BAPTIZED�

Reason 1   

 ��HIMSELF�WAS�BAPTIZED��-ATTHEW�������	

Reason 2

� 4HE�!POSTLES�� �IT��!CTS�������������������	�

Reason 3 

� �)T� ALLOWS� ME� TO� PUBLICALLY� � MY� LOVE� FOR� *ESUS�

�-ATTHEW��������	�

Reason 4

 �COMMANDED�IT��-ATTHEW��������	�

7HICH�REASON�TO�YOU�IS�THE�STRONGEST���)F�THIS�WERE�THE�ONLY�REASON��

WOULD�IT�BE�ENOUGH�

Getting baptized also publicly associates me with Christ’s work

s�2EAD�2OMANS������AND�DETERMINE�WHAT�0AUL�ASSOCIATES�WITH�BAPTISM�

� �)N� BAPTISM�� THE� BELIEVER� IS� SUBMERGED� UNDER� WATER� ASSOCIATING�

THEM�WITH�WHAT�TWO�THINGS�IN�#HRIST�S�WORK��V��	

� �)N� BAPTISM�� THE� BELIEVER� IS� ALSO� BROUGHT� UP� FROM� THE� WATER�

ASSOCIATING�THEM�WITH�WHAT�ELSE�IN�#HRIST�S�WORK��V�	�

s��2EAD�!CTS� �������7HAT� DOES� THE� PROPHET�!NANIAS� ASSOCIATE� WITH�

BAPTISM�



I’m terrified of being baptized. I really don’t like standing up in front 
of people and I get really nervous public speaking. Is there some 
other way I could get baptized? 

4HIS�IS�A�VERY�COMMON�FEELING��-OST�PASTORS�EVEN�GET�NERVOUS�EVERY�

TIME�THEY�STAND�TO�SPEAK��AND�THEY�DO�IT�WEEK�IN�AND�WEEK�OUT��)F�YOU�

FEEL�AS�THOUGH�YOU�ARE�ANXIOUS�� FRIGHTENED�OR�EVEN�PANICKED�ABOUT�

STANDING�AND�GIVING�YOUR�TESTIMONY��YOU�RE�IN�THE�COMPANY�OF�ALMOST�

EVERYONE�WHO�S�GONE�BEFORE�YOU��0UBLIC�SPEAKING�IS�A�NERVERACKING�

EXPERIENCE��AND�CAN�BE�A�GREAT�SOURCE�OF�STRESS��

� 4HAT� SAID�� YOUR� BAPTISM� WILL� BE� UNLIKE� ALMOST� EVERY� PUBLIC�

SPEAKING� ENGAGEMENT� YOU�VE� EVER� HAD� TO� @ENDURE��� 4HE� REASON�

FOR� THIS� IS� VERY� SIMPLE�� 4HE� (OLY� 3PIRIT� WILL� ASSIST� YOU� IN� YOUR�

BAPTISM�� *OHN�S� GOSPEL� RECORDS� FOR� US� SOME� INCREDIBLE� WORDS� OF�

ENCOURAGEMENT� IN� ������������ )T� IS� HERE� THAT� *ESUS� PROMISES� THE�

(OLY�3PIRIT�WHO�WILL�COME�AND�hBEAR�WITNESS�ABOUT�HIM�v�7E�LEARN�

THAT�THIS�WITNESS�IS�NOT�SIMPLY�AN�ACADEMIC�

RECALL�OF�INFORMATION�ABOUT�*ESUS��BUT�RATHER�

A�BONA�lDE�TESTIMONY�THROUGH�OUR� LIVES� IN�

WHICH�WE�ARE�GUIDED�INTO�TRUTH�AND�GLORIFY�

THE�3ON�THROUGH�OUR�LIVES��

 7HAT� THAT� MEANS� IS� ESSENTIALLY� THIS��7HEN�

YOU�STAND�IN�THE�TANK�AND�DECLARE�*ESUS�#HRIST�TO�BE�,ORD�IT�WILL�BE�THE�

(OLY�3PIRIT�WHO�SPEAKS�THROUGH�YOU��9OU�CAN�HAVE�CONlDENCE�THAT�

THE�3PIRIT�WILL�TAKE�OVER�AS�YOU�TESTIFY�WITH�BOLDNESS�THE�INCREDIBLE�

STORY�OF�*ESUS�IN�YOUR�LIFE��

� 3O�NO��YOU�CAN�T�BE�BAPTIZED�OUTSIDE�OF�THE�PUBLIC�SETTING��BUT�REST�ASSURED�

THAT�YOU�WILL�BE�GREATLY�ASSISTED�BY�THE�3PIRIT�OF�'OD�IN�YOUR�TESTIMONY��

SO WHY GET BAPTIZED?
4O�SUM�IT�ALL�UP�WE�VE�SEEN�NOT�ONLY�THE�CLEAR�COMMANDS�FROM�THE�

!POSTLES� AND� OUR� ,ORD� THAT� ALL� BELIEVERS� IN� *ESUS� #HRIST� ARE� TO� BE�

BAPTIZED�� BUT� WE�VE� ALSO� SEEN� HOW� BAPTISM� SUPREMELY� SYMBOLIZES�

OUR�PUBLIC�ASSOCIATION�WITH�#HRIST�IN�DEATH��BURIAL�AND�RESURRECTION�

FOR�THE�CLEANSING�OF�OUR�SIN��4HE�"IBLE�IS�CLEAR��IF�YOU�RE�A�BELIEVER�IN�

*ESUS��YOU�MUST�BE�BAPTIZED��

TRUTH In the New Testament 

there is simply no such thing 

as an unbaptized believer in 

Jesus Christ. If you believed, 

you were to be baptized.



What does baptism 
accomplish?
A Look at the Results of Baptism…

We close out our study with looking carefully at what precisely God’s word 

says about the outcome of baptism. When a person obediently follows 

Christ and profess his or her saving faith in him alone and this done in 

a public way before a body of believers and this person is baptized, what 

happens? Is there something special added to that person? What comes 

of baptism? To answer these questions we’ll turn to a few passages that 

outline for us the lasting results of being baptized. 



One result that does not come from baptism

Read Ephesians 2:1-10

� s��6ERSES���AND���BOTH�DIRECT�US�TO�A�STATE�THAT�WE�WERE�IN�BEFORE�OUR�

SALVATION�IN�*ESUS�#HRIST��7HAT�WAS�THAT�STATE�

� s��6ERSE���POINTS�US�TO�THE�REVERSE�OF�THAT�STATE��7HAT�IS�IT�AND�WHO�

DOES�THE�WORK�TO�BRING�IT�ABOUT�

� s��7HAT�IN�THE�CHARACTER�OF�'OD�COMPELS�HIM�TO�ACT���V����	

� s��7HAT� SIGNIlCANT� WORD� IS� REPEATED� THREE� TIMES� IN� VERSES� ����

7HAT�DOES�THAT�WORD�MEAN�

� s��!CCORDING�TO�VERSES���AND����WHAT�ROLE�IF�ANY�DO�WE�PLAY�IN�OUR�

SALVATION�



� s��6ERSE���CONTAINS�THE�PHRASE��hNOT�BY�WORKS�v�$O�YOU�THINK�THAT�

BAPTISM�IS�CONSIDERED�A�WORK�

� s��&ROM�YOUR�STUDY�WOULD�YOU�SAY�THAT�BAPTISM�IN�ANY�WAY�PROVIDES�

SALVATION�

Two results that do come from baptism

Read 1 John 5:1–5

� s��)N�VERSES���AND����*OHN�STATES�WHAT�THE�FOUNDATION�OF�OUR�SALVATION�

IS��(OW�EXACTLY�DO�WE�RECEIVE�*ESUS�AS�OUR�,ORD�AND�3AVIOR�AND�BE�

hBORN�OF�'ODv�

� s��"ETWEEN� THESE� TWO� VERSES� *OHN� POINTS� US� TO� THE� CRITICAL� ACT� OF�

OBEDIENCE� TO� THE� COMMANDMENTS� OF� 'OD�� 7HAT� ACCORDING� TO�

'OD�S�WORD��HAPPENS�WHEN�WE�OBEY�'OD�S�COMMANDS�

� s��2EREAD�-ATTHEW����������#ONSIDERING�THE�FACT�THAT�THIS�PASSAGE�

OUTLINES�*ESUS��DElNITION�OF�A�DISCIPLE��AND�CONSIDERING�THAT�BAPTISM�

IS�NOT�OPTIONAL�BUT�A�COMMAND�FROM�THE�,ORD��WHAT�FRUIT�WOULD�

YOU�PUT�TO�OBEDIENCE�IN�BAPTISM�



Read Romans 6:1-11

� s��(OW�MANY�TIMES�DO�THESE�VERSES�REFER�TO�THE�WORD�hDIEv�IN�ANY�FORM�

� s�3UMMARIZE�IN�YOUR�OWN�WORDS�WHAT�VERSE����SAYS�

� s��)N�STRESSING�THE�FACT�THAT�WE�MUST�DIE�TO�OUR�SIN��0AUL�MENTIONS�THE�RITE�

OF�BAPTISM�IN�VERSES�����2EMEMBERING�THAT�SALVATION�IS�NOT�A�RESULT�

OF�BAPTISM��WHAT�DOES�BAPTISM�HAVE�TO�DO�WITH�THIS�DISCUSSION�

I have heard it said that baptism washes away sin. In fact, 1 Peter 

3:21 even seems to allude to this fact. How do you explain that?

2IGHTLY�UNDERSTANDING�WHAT���0ETER������SAYS�IS�THE�KEY�TO�UNPACKING�

THIS�DIFlCULT�QUESTION��4HE�TEXT�OF���0ETER������IS�AS�FOLLOWS�

  “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as  

a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for  

a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,”

� 7ITHIN�THIS�TEXT�THERE�ARE�TWO�EXCELLENT�CLUES�TO�HELP�US�UNDERSTAND�

JUST�WHAT�0ETER�IS�GETTING�AT��&IRST�THE�CONTEXT�OF�.OAH�AND�THE�GREAT�

GLOBAL� mOOD� IS� ALLUDED� TO� IN� THE� VERSES� PREVIOUS� TO� THIS�� AND� WHEN�

BAPTISM�IS�MENTIONED�IT�IS�IN�CONTRAST�TO�THIS�PHYSICAL�mOOD��)N�FACT��

0ETER�EVEN�NOTES�THAT�BAPTISM�SAVES�NOT�BY�WASHING�AWAY�PHYSICAL�

DIRT��BUT�GOES�ON�TO�SAY�THAT�SALVATION�RATHER�BEING�PHYSICAL�COMES�

FROM�AN�hAPPEAL� TO�'OD� FOR�A�GOOD�CONSCIENCE�v�4HIS� SIMPLY� IS� JUST�

ANOTHER�WAY�OF�SAYING��hA�REQUEST�FOR�FORGIVENESS�OF�SINS�AND�A�NEW�

HEART�v�AND�CONlRMS�FOR�US�THE�FACT�THAT�THE�ACTUAL�ACT�OF�BAPTIZING�IN�

WATER�ACCOMPLISHES�NOTHING�FOR�US�IN�TERMS�OF�SALVATION��0ETER�GOES�

ON�TO�NOTE�SECONDLY�THAT�THE�BAPTISM�ITSELF�HAS�NO�EFFECT�UNLESS�IT�IS



PREVIOUSLY� ANCHORED� IN� THE� hRESURRECTION� OF� *ESUS� #HRIST�v� NAMELY��

WHAT�*ESUS�HAS�DONE�FOR�US��!GAIN��IT�IS�NOT�THE�ACT�OF�BAPTISM�ITSELF�

THAT�DOES�ANYTHING��BUT�THE�ANCHORING�OF�FAITH�IN�#HRIST�

SO WHAT DOES BAPTISM ACCOMPLISH?
)N� SUMMARY�� WE�VE� SEEN� THAT� THOUGH� BAPTISM� PLAYS� NO� PART� IN� MY�

SALVATION�IT�DOES�PROVIDE�GREAT�ASSURANCE�AND�BLESSING�AS�)�OBEY�*ESUS��

COMMAND��AS�WELL�AS�PUBLICLY�IDENTIFY�ME�WITH�MY�3AVIOR�S�DEATH��BURIAL�

AND�RESURRECTION�THROUGH�THE�SYMBOLIC�ACT�OF�BEING�IMMERSED�IN�WATER��



NOTES



PART 2 
TELLING
YOUR
STORY



How Do I Tell What God Has Done?

9OUR�PERSONAL� TESTIMONY� IS�A�NATURAL� INTRODUCTION� INTO�SHARING�THE�

'OSPEL�OF�#HRIST��5SING�THE�FOLLOWING�GUIDELINES�WILL�HELP�YOU�DEVELOP�

YOUR�OWN�STORY�OF�WHAT�'OD�HAS�DONE�IN�YOUR�LIFE��2EMEMBERx

1   9OU�ARE�A�UNIQUE�PERSON�IN�'OD�S�EYES��,ET�'OD�BE�ORIGINAL�IN�YOU��

9OU�HAVE�YOUR�OWN�STORY�TO�TELL��AND�IN�THE�TELLING�*ESUS�#HRIST�CAN�

BE�LIFTED�UP�AND�GLORIlED�

2   'OD�S� POWER� SHOWS� UP� BEST� IN� hWEAKv� PEOPLE�� 0AUL� WROTE� IN� )�

#ORINTHIANS�������!ND�)��WHEN�)�CAME�TO�YOU��BROTHERS��DID�NOT�COME�

PROCLAIMING�TO�YOU�THE�TESTIMONY�OF�'OD�WITH�LOFTY�SPEECH�OR�WISDOM��

&OR� )�DECIDED�TO�KNOW�NOTHING�AMONG�YOU�EXCEPT� *ESUS�#HRIST�AND�

HIM�!ND�)�WAS�WITH�YOU�IN�WEAKNESS�AND�IN�FEAR�AND�MUCH�TREMBLING��

AND�MY�SPEECH�AND�MESSAGE�WERE�NOT�IN�PLAUSIBLE�WORDS�OF�WISDOM��

BUT�IN�DEMONSTRATION�OF�THE�3PIRIT�AND�OF�POWER��THAT�YOUR�FAITH�MIGHT�

NOT�REST�IN�THE�WISDOM�OF�MEN�BUT�IN�THE�POWER�OF�'OD�

3 �!SK�'OD�TO�GIVE�YOU�INSIGHTS�INTO�HOW�(E�HAS�WORKED�IN�YOUR�LIFE�

4 ��$ON�T�THINK�OF�SHARING�WITH�A�GROUP��BUT�RATHER��WITH�AN�INDIVIDUAL��

9OU�DO�NOT�NEED�TO�BE�A�SPEAKER�� JUST�ONE�WHO�HAS�THE�RICHES�OF�

#HRIST�AND�NOW�WANTS�TO�SHARE�THOSE�RICHES�WITH�ANOTHER�PERSON�

5 ��!S�YOU�WRITE��AVOID�#HRISTIAN�TERMINOLOGY��)F�YOU�MUST�USE�SOME��BE�

SURE�TO�EXPLAIN�WHAT�YOU�MEAN�BY�IT��4HE�NON#HRISTIAN�IS�NOT�FAMILIAR�

WITH�"IBLE�LANGUAGE��!VOID�USING�DENOMINATIONAL�NAMES�AS�WELL�

6 ��4O�HELP�YOU�AS�YOU�PREPARE��READ�!CTS��������AND�����.OTE�0AUL�S�hBEFOREv��

hHOWv��AND�hAFTERv��'UIDE�YOUR�TESTIMONY�AROUND�THESE�THREE�AREAS�

Before I received Christ, I lived and thought this way—

3PEND�A�BRIEF�TIME�ON�hBEFORE�v�4HIS�IS�NOT�A�BIOGRAPHY�FROM�CHILDHOOD��

)T�IS�BEST�TO�START�AT�A�TIME�IN�LIFE��WHICH�RELATES�TO�YOUR�EXPERIENCE�

WITH�#HRIST��)F�YOU�BECAME�A�#HRISTIAN�AS�A�CHILD��THANK�'OD�FOR�THE�

YEARS� YOU� HAVE� KNOWN� (IM��7E� OFTEN� THINK� THAT� THE� ONLY� EXCITING�

TESTIMONIES� ARE� THOSE� OF� PEOPLE� WHO� HAVE� EXPERIENCED� MUCH� SIN��

2EMEMBER�ANYTHING� 'OD� DOES� IN� A� LIFE� IS� EXCITING�� #HRIST� DID� NOT�

EXPERIENCE�SIN��BUT�(E�DID�RELATE�TO�PEOPLE��



How I received Christ—

"E� AS� SPECIlC� AS� POSSIBLE�� 4HE� (OLY� 3PIRIT� OFTEN� CONVINCES� PEOPLE�

THAT� THEY�SHOULD� RECEIVE�#HRIST�WHEN�OTHERS�ARE� SHARING�HOW�THEY�

RECEIVED� (IM�� (OWEVER�� MANY� PEOPLE� CANNOT� REMEMBER� THE� EXACT�

CIRCUMSTANCES� OF� RECEIVING� #HRIST�� 2EMEMBER� THE� WHEN� IS� NOT� AS�

IMPORTANT�AS�THE�ASSURANCE�THAT�#HRIST�IS�IN�YOUR�LIFE�

Now with Christ in my life, as I trust Him, I live and think this way—

"E�PRACTICAL��%XPLAIN�HOW�YOU�ARE�CONTINUING�TO�GROW�AS�YOU�LEARN�TO�

FOLLOW�*ESUS�AS�YOUR�,ORD��"E�REALISTIC�DON�T�CREATE�THE�ILLUSION�THAT�ALL�

THINGS��INCLUDING�YOU�ARE�PERFECT��3HARE�HOW�#HRIST�IS�THE�PROBLEM

SOLVER��MEETING�ALL�YOUR�INSUFlCIENCIES��3OME�AREAS�WHERE�YOU�MAY�

HAVE�SEEN�CHANGES�ARE�

� 2ELATIONSHIPS

� !TMOSPHERE�IN�THE�HOME

� "AD�HABITS

� !DJUSTING�TO�CHANGE

� )NNER�PEACE���NEW�ATTITUDES

� 'OALS�IN�LIFE��CHANGING

� 0RIORITIES

� 3URRENDERING�TO�'OD�VS��BEING�IN

� #ONTROL

� 'OD�S�LOVE���FORGIVENESS

� &ULlLLMENT���PEACE�OF�MIND

� .EW�PERSPECTIVE�ON�LIFE

� &REEDOM�FROM�FEAR

� !SSURANCE�OF�ETERNAL�LIFE



My Story for My Baptism: What God Has Done in Me
Use this page to write your testimony 

.AME���

1�"EFORE�)�RECEIVED�#HRIST��)�LIVED�AND�THOUGHT�THIS�WAYx

2�(OW�)�RECEIVED�#HRISTx

3�.OW��WITH�#HRIST�IN�MY�LIFE��AS�)�TRUST�(IM��)�LIVE�AND�THINK�THIS�WAYx



Checklist for My Baptism

4HE�$ATE�OF�-Y�"APTISM���

7HAT�TIME�SHOULD�)�GET�THERE���

7HERE�SHOULD�)�GO���

What should I bring with me?

 �9OUR�WRITTEN�TESTIMONY

 �9OUR�"ATHING�SUIT

� s�&OR�MEN��YOUR�BATHING�SUIT�SHOULD�BE�A�SHORTSSTYLE�SUIT

� s��&OR� LADIES�� YOUR� BATHING� SUIT� SHOULD� BE� A� ONE� PIECE� WITH�

SHORTS�THAT�YOU�WILL�WEAR�OVER�IT

 �!�CHANGE�OF�CLOTHES

 �/NE�OR�TWO�LARGE�TOWELS

 �!�PLASTIC�BAG�TO�HOLD�WET�CLOTHES

 �!�HAIR�DRYER��OPTIONAL	

What should I do before that time?

 ��0RAY��!S�THE�TIME�OF�YOUR�BAPTISM�DRAWS�NEAR�ASK�'OD�FOR�CLARITY�AS�

YOU�SPEAK��AND�PEACE�FOR�ANY�ANXIETY�THAT�MAY�BEGIN�TO�SURFACE�

 ��0RACTICE��'O�OVER�YOUR�TESTIMONY�BY�YOURSELF�AS�YOU�PREPARE�FOR�

YOUR�BAPTISM��0AY�CAREFUL�ATTENTION�TO�THE�WORDS�YOU�ARE�USING�

AND�TRY�TO�AVOID�JARGON�IF�AT�ALL�POSSIBLE�



NOTES





YOU ARE LOVED


